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C of E VA PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

 

 

At Ingoldisthorpe Church of England Primary School we have high expectations for all pupils 

in Reading and Writing. We have a whole school approach to encouraging reading through our 

annual Readathon. Our Readathon encourages children to read at home and receive an award 

after every 25 reads, up to 175 reads. After 175 reads the children are entered into a 

raffle draw for a Kindle Fire. This has a good level of engagement for all pupils and families, 

and links well to our yearly book fayre. We believe that reading is the bedrock of learning 

and that by encouraging and developing pupils reading ability, it will improve pupils writing 

skills and abilities and open the door to the wider curriculum for all pupils.  

 

Intent of Reading  
 

At Ingoldisthorpe Church of England Primary School, the teaching of reading is a key driver 

and at the very core of our curriculum. It is our intention to ensure that by the end of their 

primary education, all pupils are able to read fluently, and with confidence, in any subject 

preparing them for their next stage of education.  

  

It is our intention that during their time with us children are read to, enjoy, discuss and work 

with a selection of core books. Each year group are immersed in a wide range of text types 

and diverse themes.  They are inspired by a range of authors and poets and exposed to a 

balance of new and classic literature, creating a living library inside the child’s minds which will 

give them a good grounding for independent reading in the future.  Books which create mirrors 

and windows that reflect the realities of the children in our classrooms and beyond.   

  

We therefore intend to encourage all pupils to read widely across both fiction and non-fiction 

so all children are exposed to a variety of literature, genres and authors. Teachers ensure 

that the children are exposed to a wide range of texts and genre in lessons, class reads, 

collective worships and in guided reading extracts. Through our reading curriculum, we develop 

the children’s knowledge of themselves and the world in which they live, to establish an 

appreciation and love of reading. We enable our pupils to gain knowledge across the curriculum, 

and to develop their comprehension skills. We encourage our pupils to develop the self-

awareness to understand the kind of reader they are. We are committed to providing a broad 

and diverse range of texts and books from across the curriculum which are rich in 

vocabulary.  The sharing of stories is central to our provision throughout the school so children 

enjoy both reading and being read to as part of our daily timetable.  

 

 

 



Implementation of Reading 
 

The systematic teaching of phonics is of the highest priority throughout Reception and Key 

Stage 1. Our staff teach learners the relationship between sounds and the written spelling 

patterns, or graphemes, which represent them.  All children in Reception, KS1 and, where 

necessary, KS2 have daily phonics sessions in small ability groups where they participate in 

speaking, listening, spelling, reading and writing activities which are matched to their current 

needs.  

 

We recognise that systematic, high quality phonics teaching is essential, but additional skills 

and opportunities are needed for children to achieve the goal of being a well-rounded 

reader. In our EYFS, our children’s speaking and listening skills are developed through the 

NELI program, high quality adult and child interactions and the daily sharing of stories, songs 

and rhymes. These strategies develop individual children's attention, understanding and 

spoken language with a strong emphasis on extending vocabulary.   

 

Reading is developed during whole class reading, using high quality texts and teaching focused 

on the skills of reading. Strong links are made between reading and writing. Children read and 

enjoy high quality fiction and non-fiction texts, which (where possible) are linked to their 

subjects across the curriculum.  All children read aloud during daily phonics or in guided 

reading, in addition to this they read aloud in lessons throughout the day.  Through guided 

reading sessions, children develop their reading skills such as decoding, retrieval, inference, 

prediction and exploring new vocabulary. Children also continue to develop their reading fluency 

skills, building upon their phonics knowledge. All classes are exposed to a daily class reader, 

for pleasure, to excite and engage the children, and to expose them to new and varied 

vocabulary.  Reading at home is encouraged and promoted through our whole school readathon 

incentive.  

 

Children and families also use a Q chart to help support their questioning and understanding 

of texts. The Q chart (below) encourages children to understand and unpick texts widely and 

with confidence. It ensures that children are able to interpret and analyse a range of texts 

and reading books. In KS2 these are used with the children to create their own questioning 

and familiarise themselves with sentence starters.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



Intent of Writing  

 
At Ingoldisthorpe Primary School we want all of our pupils to become confident, capable an 

independent writers. We develop a love of writing in our pupils through engaging them in a 

diverse and interesting range of writing genres. We believe that writing through our 

curriculum is the best way to engage our pupils and motivate them to write about the current 

curriculum topic.  

 

Each year group is motivated to write through a Literacy based approach using carefully 

chosen rich and inspiring texts. We develop the pupils skills at applying their phonetic and 

grammar knowledge in their writing and we use arrange of exciting stimuli for writing 

including pictures, objects, texts, drama and debates. By exposing our children to and 

teaching them a high level vocabulary we encourage them to spell, not only the prescribed 

spelling words but also words connected to the wider curriculum. 

 

Throughout their curriculum journey we develop the children’s ability to plan for their writing 

and develop their editing skills to improve and hone their writing. We have a high expectations 

in writing across all subjects and encourage our pupils to transfer to their writing what they 

have read and to develop an author’s voice. We encourage our pupils to be proud of what they 

have written to peer edit their writing with their friends and be confident to share their 

writing with a wider audience. We provide our pupils with a range of ways to showcase their 

writing through story and poetry competitions and writing for the annual Sandringham Flower 

show.  

 

Implementation of Writing 

 
Writing is taught in specific meaningful and effective contexts. We use reading to underpin 

our English lessons through the use of high-quality texts, which inspire the pupils writing. 

Children have effective, high quality daily English lessons and frequent opportunities to write 

across the curriculum. Speaking and listening skills support children in articulating their ideas. 

Children have opportunities to reflect on and improve writing through editing with continuous 

self, peer and teacher assessment providing clear next steps for learning. Spelling skills are 

developed using a phonics based approach and in line with the requirements of the English 

National Curriculum 2014.  Children are taught to use a neat and consistent style of 

handwriting, and presentation. Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar is taught in accordance with 

the statutory requirements of the English National Curriculum. 

 

Spelling implementation statement  

 
In EYFS and in Year 1, children focus on spelling through our phonics programme. From Year 2 

(after completing phonics) to Year 6, children have discrete spelling sessions every week which 

teaches spelling patterns. Spelling is also linked to handwriting sessions, homework, access to 

Spelling Shed and helps support our childrens’ understanding of more difficult spellings.  



  
Vocabulary implementation statement  

 
As a school, we focus on vocabulary in all subjects as we believe that a key area for our pupils 

is to develop a wide vocabulary. In English and Maths, all key vocabulary and terminology is 

displayed on working walls, reflecting the current learning of the children. These specific 

words are taught to the children as part of the lesson and referred to throughout the 

sequence. In all foundation subjects, key vocabulary is taught and throughout the teaching 

sequence, these are referred to and definitions are taught and discussed. There is also the 

expectation that children will use this vocabulary independently in their own discussions and 

work. 
  

Handwriting implementation statement  

 
In EYFS and Year 1, children are taught letter formation as part of the phonics and writing 

programme. Cursive handwriting is taught from Year 2 (after phonics has been completed). 

Children are taught handwriting through discreet handwriting sessions each week.  

 

 

Our English curriculum overview 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SEND in English 
 

All of our learners are included in all of our lessons where appropriate, and adaptations are 

made to enable our learners to access the learning. All teachers at Ingoldisthorpe Primary 

School have extensive knowledge of their students and are able to make reasonable 

adjustments to enable all children to participate and learn with their peers. Reasonable 

adjustments will be made in communication with parents and always at an appropriate stage for 

each specific child.  
 

Adjustments may include; 

• Adapted objectives and learning resources to meet a child’s cognitive ability 

• 1:1 sessions with a trusted adult 

• Small group sessions  

• Coloured and adapted visual resources 

• Support in class with an adult 

• Limited vocabulary and objectives 

• Scaffolded pre learning 

• Adapted and bespoke images/ visuals 

• Parental support paperwork where needed 

• Supported recapping of the learning to avoid misconceptions 

• Hands on activities and sensory breaks where needed 

 

In some circumstances, lessons will be missed for some children and delivered in a separate way 

on a different day. However, we will not avoid the tricky information for our vulnerable 

learners, it is our priority to ensure that they have appropriate knowledge to keep themselves 

safe and healthy. For some children with special needs and disabilities some aspects of the 

English curriculum can be inappropriate. In these circumstances, lessons will be adapted to be 

age appropriate and will be delivered outside the class of peers. All children will access our 

English curriculum where possible and when it is appropriate for them. We recognise that all 

children learn at different paces, and some have different barriers, which as a family school 

where everyone matters, we work with to ensure everyone can achieve and learn at an age 

appropriate stage and level.  

 

 

Most able children in English 
 

Those children who appear to be the most able in English will have deepened opportunities and 

will have lessons adapted to ensure that their talents progress. In English they will have 

opportunities to lead and support other learners. In some circumstances, the most able children 

will be able to extend their learning into upper year groups learning and join other year groups 

for guided reading or writing opportunities.  

 

 



 

Impact in English – Reading and Writing  
 

Pupils will be equipped with a strong command of the written word they will amass a varied 

vocabulary which they can use across the curriculum and spelling accurately and use correct 

grammar in their work.   Pupils will write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their 

language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences.  By the end of Year 

6 children are well-prepared for the secondary curriculum. 

 

Through the teaching of systematic phonics, our aim is for children to become fluent and 

confident word readers by the end of Key Stage 1.  As a Year 6 reader, transitioning into 

secondary school, we aspire that children are fluent, confident and able readers, who can 

access a range of texts for pleasure and enjoyment, as well as use their reading skills to unlock 

learning and all areas of the curriculum.  We firmly believe that reading is the key to all 

learning and so the impact of our reading curriculum goes beyond the results of the statutory 

assessments. 

 

Our end of Key stage 2 results in English have been consistently above the National and 

Norfolk average year on year. Our pupils leave our school as competent readers and writers 

with a broad range of skills in English.  

 


