
RE AT INGOLDISTHORPE 

C of E VA PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

Intent 
 

At Ingoldisthorpe Primary school we pride ourselves on our Christian ethos and values. We 

work to ensure that all of our learners understand a wide range of religions and world views as 

well as having the opportunity to enquire, question and debate ideas, theology and beliefs.  

 

Each class covers 4 areas of enquiry per year focusing on theology (the study of God and 

religious beliefs,) philosophy (the study of reality and knowledge) and social sciences (the 

study of human interactions and communities.) Each class learns about and questions different 

beliefs, compares and contrasts as well as spending time to form our own unique beliefs. Our 

schedule of enquiry has been crafted by our staff team and can be viewed below.  

 
At Ingoldisthorpe C of E Primary, we believe that it is important for all our pupils to learn 

from and about religions, so that they can understand the world around them. The aim of 

Religious Education in our school is to see ‘our pupils’ ability to hold balanced and well-informed 

conversations about religion’ (Religious Education in English Schools: Non-statutory guidance 2010, p4 

DCSF) and belief; as well as to help children acquire and develop knowledge of the other 

principal religions represented in Great Britain; to appreciate the way that religious beliefs 



shape life and behaviour, develop the ability to make reasoned and informed judgements about 

religious and moral issues and enhance their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. 

We want all our children to become independent and responsible members of a society, who 

understand and explore big questions about life and reflect on their own ideas and ways of 

living.  It is important to us that our children are aware of their rights and responsibilities as 

UK citizens. Our curriculum is designed to encourage creativity, imagination, enquiry, debate, 

discussion and independence. 

 

Implementation 

 
At Ingoldisthorpe Church of England Primary school we follow the Norfolk Agreed Syllabus 

for Religious Education (September 2019). This syllabus brings fresh and innovative thinking 

to the study of religious education (RE) in Norfolk schools. It is rooted in a vision for the 

subject which acknowledges the importance of religious and non-religious worldviews in all 

human life. RE is an essential area of study if pupils are to be well prepared for life in a world 

where controversy over such matters is pervasive and where people lack the knowledge to 

make their own informed decisions. It is a subject for all pupils, whatever their own family 

background and personal beliefs and practices. This syllabus captures this vision and develops 

a curriculum with religious literacy at its heart. It is a syllabus which promotes a disciplinary 

orientated academic study of religion and worldviews, and thus supports pupils’ balanced 

understanding of the world in which they live. 

 

There are no presumptions made as to the religious backgrounds and beliefs and values of the 

children and the staff. In our little school community, we value the religious backgrounds of 

all members and hope that this will encourage individuals to share their own experiences with 

others freely. All religions and their communities are treated with respect and sensitivity and 

we value the links, which are, and can be made between home, school, and a faith community.  

 

Our School is a Voluntary Aided (VA) Church of England school, and we enjoy teaching 

and learning the traditions and doctrines of the Anglican Church. We happily welcome 

members of the congregation of St Michael's Church into the school regularly to lead 

'Open the Book' Collective Worship, where children are able to participate and 

support with the worship. The children attend 6 special seasonal services in our Parish 

Church throughout the year. Reverend Mark Capron is a member of the Governing 

Body and takes an active role in supporting the aims and values of the school. RE is 

assessed using Age-Related Expectations for each age group of children. 

  

COLLECTIVE WORSHIP 

 

We are extremely lucky that members of our local church, St Michaels and All Angels regularly 

visit our school to carry out collective Worship. There is an act of Collective Worship each 

day which is a legal requirement, either as a whole school family or in classes or smaller 

groups. This is a special time in our school day, the heartbeat of our Christian foundation 

and ethos, when the school community comes together to share, learn, pause and reflect. 

Teachers love to share their personal learning and Christian knowledge with the children 



of all age ranges. Collective Worship is led, at different times, by teachers, our Vicar, 

other church leaders and the children themselves. We have an ethos group of 10 

children, who help to write prayers, support worship leaders and even lead their own 

collective worships. We follow the Christian calendar of events and teach the children 

about the Bible and Christian morals and values. We also consider our moral, social and 

ethical choices. During worship we listen, share ideas, experience stillness, reflect, sing 

and pray together. Pupils also have an opportunity to reflect on what they have heard in 

worship in our sensory garden. In law, parents have the right to withdraw their child 

from part or all of RE and Collective Worship. Any parents who wish to exercise this 

right should contact the Headteacher . 
 

http://www.norfolkchurches.co.uk/ingoldisthorpe/ingoldisthorpe.htm 

 

Our RE curriculum overview 

http://www.norfolkchurches.co.uk/ingoldisthorpe/ingoldisthorpe.htm


 



 

SEND in RE 
 

All of our learners are included in all of our lessons where appropriate, and adaptations are made 

to enable our learners to access the learning. All teachers at Ingoldisthorpe Primary School have 

extensive knowledge of their students and are able to make reasonable adjustments to enable 

all children to participate and learn with their peers. Reasonable adjustments will be made in 

communication with parents and always at an appropriate stage for each specific child.  
 

Adjustments may include; 

• Adapted objectives and learning resources to meet a child’s cognitive ability 

• 1:1 sessions with a trusted adult 

• Small group sessions  

• Coloured and adapted visual resources 

• Support in class with an adult 

• Limited vocabulary and objectives 

• Scaffolded pre learning 

• Adapted and bespoke images/ visuals 

• Parental support paperwork where needed 

• Supported recapping of the learning to avoid misconceptions 

• Hands on activities and sensory breaks where needed 

 

In some circumstances, lessons will be missed for some children and delivered in a separate way 

on a different day. We will work with our different families and community members to ensure 

our RE provision is the best it can be for all of our students. Some children will find some areas 

of RE enquiry difficult and our lessons will be adapted, with parental support to create an inclusive 

learning experience for all of our pupils. We recognise that all children learn at different paces, 

and some have different barriers, which as a family school where everyone matters, we work with 

to ensure everyone can achieve and learn at an age appropriate stage and level.  

 

Most able children in RE 
 

Those children who appear to be the most able in RE will have deepened opportunities and will 

have lesson adapted to ensure that their talents, knowledge and skills progress. In RE they will 

have opportunities to lead, support other learners, discuss in smaller groups, compare and 

contrast religious views with their own. In some circumstances, the most able children will be able 



to extend their learning into upper year groups learning and older children will continue to 

consider the changing world and how they can maintain a healthy religious relationship. Our most 

able children will be articulate and able to explain their views, considering those of others and 

debating the complexities of religious enquiry.  

 

Ethos Group 

 
The role of the Ethos group is to help our children understand our schools unqiue Christian 

Values. We meet in order to discuss aspects of our school's commitment to our Christian ethos, 

to consider how effectively this is understood by our school family and embedded as the golden 

thread throughout our school. The 10 children involved were chosen by each class teacher, 

chosen for their commitment to their beliefs, their respect and thoughtfulness in RE. They 

have joined together to plan and lead collective worship and write prayers for our school. They 

will also be monitoring the ethos within the school to ensure that all children and staff are fully 

committed to our uniquely Christian ethos of a family school where no one is “lost but is found.” 

Luke 15:11-32 

 

Impact in RE 
 

Our children demonstrate a positive attitude towards people of any religion and show an 

understanding of cultural beliefs different to their own. They demonstrate respectful 

behaviour to all and this is transferable outside of school in the wider community and beyond. 

Through their R.E. learning, the children are able to make links between their own lives and 

those of others in their community and in the wider world, developing an understanding of 

other people’s cultures and ways of life. 

 

Through our RE learning our pupils become articulate and thoughtful members of the wider 

community, who are able to compare their views with others with respect and coherence. They 

will be able to support those with different views, seeing differences as a positive rather than 

a difficulty. Our students will understand that within religion and belief there are many views 

and everyone is welcome, entitled to their own personal belief and relationship with God.  

 


